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back and to perish we must advance in this direction. How can
we expect that social problems can be solved satisfactorily by a
laisser-faire economy or by a society in which vested interests of all
brands are dominant ? *e Social man " will not be born until we
have planned for him a favourable environment in which he will be
free from economic insecurity but alive to social responsibility.
We have reached a time when it is indispensable not only to take
stock of our present knowledge and practical achievements but
also to apply this knowledge systematically to the primary task of
a just distribution of its implied benefits. How else can we
strengthen the link between the activities of the individual and the
community, between knowledge and its application, between an
emerging new standard of values and the needs of the present
situation; how else than by purposive and rational planning ?
We can call it anything we like, co-ordination, integration, inter-
relationship, guidance, direction. Each of these words implies
that only by a concerted effort can we make new opportunities
and means so as to meet in a balanced way the challenge of our
situation.
These objectives cannot be reached by methods which have
failed already, methods which are still being considered in some
quarters as valuable and workable, provided they are given just
a little overhaul, Yet this is not the point It would be a pity
if these vital problems were dealt with in an atmosphere over-
shadowed by indifference and a lack of understanding of the fact
that we are passing through a crisis of singular dimensions and
that only the boldest actions can avert a dangerous breakdown.
The age that is now drawing to its close leaves an iimnense heritage
of precious achievements at our disposal. If we recognise the
uniqueness of this situation and our great chance and obligation we
should rejoice that our generation has been called upon to lay the
foundations for a new age. But there should be BO wavering as to
which way we have to go. We have to choose between a dynamic
equilibrium and an unbalanced and alleged stability; between
co-operation within a democratic community and domination by
totalitarian methods; between a free and undivided personality
and a regimented robot; between personal initiative plus
systematic planning and the deadening hand of aa over-centralised
administration* Aiid we must make up our minds whether the
machines shall be our masters as in the past, or our servants,
affording us more leisure for social intercourse, recreation and
self-education; in brief, for a life worthy of human beings* Can
there be any doubt what our choice must be ? Britain's society
was the first which had to feel the disintegrating impact of the
Industrial Revolution. Britain's community, united in social
partnership, can also be the first to inaugurate art era of social